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Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee  

Highlights:  February 16, 2017 

 
Sites Represented (marked by) 

 Arcade  El Sereno  Pasteur 

 Arden  Encina  Pershing 

 Arlington  Gold River  PTA 

 Barrett  Grand Oaks  Ralph Richardson 

 Bella Vista  Green Oaks  Rio Americano 

 Cambridge Hts.  Greer  Rogers 

 Cameron Ranch  Howe  San Juan 

 Carmichael  Thomas Kelly  Schweitzer 

 Carnegie  Kingswood  Sierra Oaks 

 Carriage  La Entrada  Skycrest 

 Casa Roble  Laurel Ruff   Starr King 

 Charles Peck   La Vista  Sylvan 

 Churchill  LeGette  Thomas Kelly 

 Citrus Heights  Lichen  Trajan 

 Cottage  Mariemont  Twin Lakes 

 Cowan  Mariposa  Whitney 

 Coyle  Marvin Marshall (ECE)  Woodside 

 Del Campo  Mesa Verde  ECE Head Start 

 Del Dayo  Mira Loma  Garfield Preschool 

 Del Paso Manor  Mission  GATE 

 Deterding  Northridge  CAC 

 Dewey  Oakview  DELAC 

 Dyer-Kelly  Orangevale  FACE 

 Edison  Ottomon  Board Members 

 El Camino  Pasadena   

 

Materials Distributed 
 

Agenda,  STEAM Education, Enrollment Center Update, Instructional Technology Planning 

 
Welcome/Announcements/Introductions 

Superintendent Kent Kern welcomed everyone to the meeting and acknowledged Board President 

Michael McKibbin and Board Vice President Pam Costa for attending.  

 

Enrollment Center Update 

John Garrard, Ed.D., Director of Admissions and Family Services, provided an overview of the 

enrollment process, including open enrollment, school wait lists, and inter and intradistrict transfer 

requests. Dr. Garrard noted that enrollment for transitional kindergarten began on February 6, 2017, 

enrollment for kindergarten students who turn five on or before September 1, 2017, began on February 8, 

2017, and enrollment for students entering first through twelfth grade began on February 15, 2017. This 

year, approximately 3,865 families participated in open enrollment, which ended on January 20, 2017. 

The window for interdistrict transfers is January 3 – February 28, 2017, and the window for intradistrict 

transfers is March 1 – May 1, 2017. 

 

Additionally, Dr. Garrard shared that the district’s enrollment center (San Juan Central) has been 

renovated and is now more efficient and better equipped to assist families. The district’s English Learner 

and Multicultural Education Department, which includes a refugee counselor and translators, and the 

Pupil Personnel Department are now housed at San Juan Central, creating a centralized center to better 

serve families.   
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Q: What is the district doing to help refugee families? 

A:   The district does its best to support all families.  A number of services are provided to refugee 

families, including a counselor who can help families navigate the system and obtain services. 

 

Q: Does the district still have a clothes closet? 

A: Yes, the clothes closet is now located at Encina Preparatory High School.   

 

Q: What is the district doing to retain and attract families? 

A: The district is doing a number of things, which include offering students a variety of 

programs/choices (International Baccalaureate (IB), Montessori, STEAM, arts, Unschool, etc.). 

Out-of-district requests are also being accepted earlier than past years. 

 

Q: Is the cut-off date for transitional kindergarten final? 

A: December 2nd is a hard cut-off date; however, there have been exceptions for students with 

summer birthdays. Parents should contact or visit San Juan Central if they have questions 

regarding transitional kindergarten. 

 

Elementary Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math (STEAM) Programs  

Diana Marshall, Director of Elementary and K-8 Schools, provided an overview of the elementary 

STEAM program. Ms. Marshall explained that STEAM is an educational approach to learning, using 

science, technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics as access points for guiding inquiry, dialogue 

and critical thinking. STEAM programs help students use critical thinking to create solutions to real-life 

problems. Pasadena is the district’s first elementary school to fully implement the STEAM approach. 

Other elementary schools that are beginning to explore and investigate the possibilities of STEAM 

education include Arlington Heights, Carriage, Grand Oaks and Mariposa. This summer, K-8 students 

will have the opportunity to enroll in the five-day New Possibilities STEAM Program at Sylvan Middle 

School (first priority will be given to Title 1 students).  

 

Q. Is STEAM curriculum being implemented districtwide? 

A. No, however, the district may have an opportunity to expand the program in the future.   

  

Q. How can Dyer-Kelly become involved? 

A. It will take time to grow the program at other sites.   

 

Summer Programs 

Brett Wolfe, Director of Career Technical Education, K-12 Counseling and College & Career Readiness, 

shared information regarding the 2017 summer programs. This year, the district will be offering a variety 

of programs for students in grades pre-kindergarten through high school, as well as an extended year 

program for special education students. A high school credit recovery program will be offered at Del 

Campo High School; transportation for Encina and San Juan students will be provided. In addition to 

prevention and intervention programs, the district will be offering enrichment programs such as arts 

explosion, sports school, coding/robotics camp and Camp Winthers.  

 

Information regarding summer programs can be accessed at http://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/331. 

 

Q:   Has Camp Winthers considered implementing a peanut-free week? 

A: The camp director has had conversations regarding this issue. Staff will follow up with the 

director. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/331
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Q: When will the summer school information be distributed to parents? 

A: The information should go out in the next few weeks.  

 

Q: Are the Title 1 summer programs only open to Title 1 students? 

A: Registration will be open to Title 1 students first and then non-Title 1 students.  

 

Q: Is the credit recovery program set up to help students with Integrated Math 2 (IM2)? 

A: Yes, the goal of the program is to start with freshmen and sophomores. Counselors will notify 

students if they qualify for the program. Space will be available for all qualifying students.   

 

Instructional Technology Planning 

Devery Rodgers, Ed.D., Program Manager of Instructional Technology, explained the instructional 

technology planning process and what the Technology Department is doing to support students, 

administrators, teachers and staff members. Workgroups have been established to obtain input on how 

the district can create and sustain cutting-edge learning environments for students and staff.  Five 

workgroups made up of students, families, staff and community members are collaborating to create the 

Instructional Technology Plan. Each workgroup is focusing on a different area, including curriculum, 

instruction, and assessment; infrastructure and support; professional learning; funding and resources; and 

community partnerships.   

 

Q: When will the Instructional Technology Plan be implemented?   

A: Implementation has begun; one example of this includes the district’s coding class.   

 

Q: If parents would like to get involved, can they get the information on the website? 

A: Yes, information is available at www.sanjuan.edu/page/28027.  

 

Budget Update 

Superintendent Kent provided an update regarding the district’s budget outlook.  He explained that the 

numbers released in the Governor’s proposed budget in January are more conservative than anticipated. 

Per the Governor’s budget projections, the district now anticipates a $2.9 million deficit in 2017-18, 

which could grow to $5-7 million. Superintendent Kern believes the district has the capacity to handle 

the deficit and hopefully avoid layoffs and program cuts. Over the next few months, staff will be looking 

at areas that can be reduced, such as current vacant positions and the reorganization of various 

departments. Lastly, Superintendent Kern noted that the district has made sound fiscal decisions over the 

last several years, leaving the district in a good financial state.  The district’s main focus is to continue to 

provide high quality education.   

 

Q.   Is there anything parents can do? 

A.   Yes, parents can write to their local legislators. 

 

Q.   What if state actions result in decreased federal funding? 

A.   This could be one reason the Governor is being conservative with his proposal.   

 

Q.   Will social programs be impacted by immigration issues? To what extent are programs 

threatened in the district by federal actions? 

A.   Not sure, the district is trying to get one-time funds to help with the influx of refugees. Right 

now, everything is purely speculative. 

 

Q: How will this affect the Health on Wheels bus that goes to schools sites? 

A: There should be no effect on the program.   

 

 

 

http://www.sanjuan.edu/page/28027
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Open Forum 

Q:  Is there an update on the calendar? 

A: The district is in the process of negotiating the calendar. We anticipate that a three-year calendar 

will be agreed upon soon.  

 

Q: Is there a schedule regarding the installation of all-weather fields?  Will it disrupt sports? 

A: Yes, the fields will be installed in the fall or spring, and may affect those respective particular 

sports.   

 

Tour of Sylvan Middle School 

SPAC members were given the opportunity to tour Sylvan Middle School’s science rooms and the 

Makers Lab. 
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